STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

KELLY A. AYOTTE
Governor

Friends,

It’s a privilege to join you in celebrating the 2025 Spirit of NH Awards and the incredible volunteers who make
our communities stronger every single day. This event embodies what makes New Hampshire such a special
place: a deep sense of responsibility to one another, and the belief that service is part of who we are as Granite
Staters.

To our award recipients: congratulations, and thank you for the extraordinary work you do. I want to especially
recognize some very special people who are being honored.

In the Senior category, Katharine H. Bigelow of the Sugar Hill Historical Museum has given her time and heart
to preserving the stories that define her community. Through her leadership as Curator-Director, she has
ensured that future generations understand the character and heritage of one of our most beautiful towns.

In the Adult category, Angela Lamothe and the Spark Hope Scar Revision Project remind us of the power of
compassion and second chances. Her work helping survivors of trauma and self-injury reclaim confidence 1s
nothing short of life-changing.

In the Youth category, Elijah George of the B3 Youth Clinic shows what leadership looks like at any age,
bringing young people together through basketball to build skills, confidence, and lifelong friendships. Elijah,
you're proof that one person’s example can inspire a whole team.

In the Volunteer Champion category, Gather Community Food Center has built one of the most effective hunger
relief networks in New England. Their team does amazing work to ensure families can count on access to
healthy meals year-round. It’s an extraordinary operation driven by care, precision, and a deep sense of
purpose.

And in the Group category, the Szymbor Family and the New Hampshire Farm Museum are keeping our
agricultural heritage alive while engaging families and visitors in hands-on learning that connects us to our
roots. Your stewardship helps preserve the story of rural New Hampshire and what it means to work the land
together.

To all of tonight’s honorees, and every volunteer across the Granite State, thank you. You are the reason New
Hampshire remains the best state in the country to live, work, and raise a family.

And before the night is over, Volunteer NH will have the honor of announcing two very special recognitions: the
2025 People’s Choice Award and the 2025 Spirit of NH Award. These two individuals truly exemplify what it
means to serve with heart, humility, and purpose.

Congratulations once again to tonight’s winners, and thank you to Volunteer NH for everything you do to lift up
and celebrate those who give so much of themselves to others.

Sincerely,

Frsh Gy

Kelly A. Ayotte
Governor
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